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THE SHORE ESSENTIALS 

March 2013 

Upcoming LCM 

Dates and Locations 

www.gsmists.org 

866-566-7434 

March 4th  – Alpena—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Alpena Harborside Mall 

State St and Chisholm 

Alpena, MI 49707 

 

March 4th  – Grand Rapids—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Faith United Church of God 

3290 Walker Ave NW 

Grand Rapids, MI 49544 

 

March 5th—Reed City—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Nestle Inn Café 

203 West Upton 

Reed City MI  49677 

 

March 6th  – Traverse City—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Traverse City Service Center 

1820 Oak Hollow Dr. 

Traverse City, MI  49686 

 

March 7th  – Muskegon—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Muskegon Service Center 

1217 E. River Road 

Muskegon, MI 49445 

 

March 7th  – Greenville—6:30pm to 8:00pm 

Camp Anna Behrens 

9841 Colby Rd 

Greenville, MI 48838 
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will be housed 

on the homepage of the 
VolunteerZone 
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http://www.gsmists.org/Volunteer-Zone/volunteer-zone-home
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Product Sales 
For Community Cookie Booth Weekend, 

March 15-16 

 

NOTE- NEW THIS YEAR: 

Council proceed payments must be in 

the form of a troop check or troop bank 

card.  No Cash will be accepted. 

 

To clarify: 

If you have a time slot at a booth for Com-

munity Cookie Booth weekend, instead of 

paying the GSMISTS staff member in cash, 

you will write 1 check at the end of your 

shift and give it to them. (If you do not have 

troop checks, please give the staff member 

your troop debit card information.)  

 

Note: We will not cash your troop check un-

til Wednesday, March 20th so you have 

Monday and Tuesday to deposit your cook-

ie money. 

 

There are still a few available time slots 

open for Council arranged cookie 

booths.  EBudde is now allowing all troops 

to sign up for more.  

 

If you plan to use accept credit cards at 

your cookie booths, please follow the pro-

cedure below to have the technology in 

place in time to do this. 

 

1)In order to use the credit card reading de-

vice at cookie booths an iPhone, iPad, or 

Android device is required. 

 

2)Go to www.squareup.com , enter your 

email address and create a password. 

 

4)Select to sign up as a business and enter 

our EIN of 38-1366924 when prompt-

ed.  Type your business name as: GSMISTS-

Troop (your troop number).  This is what will 

show up on the customer’s credit card state-

ments. 

 

5)You will also need the account information 

for your troop bank account, such as routing 

number and account number, so that depos-

its can be made to the bank account. 

 

6)Upon completing registration, make sure 

to download the Square app on your mobile 

device.  Feel free to spend a few minutes 

browsing the help information on the web-

site and/or app to familiarize yourself on 

how to accept credit/debit cards. 

 

7)Your Square credit card reader should be 

shipped within a few days! 

 

Did your troop form after cookie season 

started?  Would your troop still like to sell 

cookies?  There is still time!   GSMISTS 

Product Sales Department are setting up a 

cookie training for you if you would like 

your girls to sell.  You will receive all your 

materials at the training for your girls. 

  

 Date: Tuesday, March 12
th

 

Time: 6-7 PM 

Location: Grand Rapids Service Center, 3275 

Walker Ave NW, Grand Rapids 

RSVP: tmyers@gsmists. org  or call 616-784-

3341 x 142. 

 

Date: Wednesday, March 13
 

Time: 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

http://www.squareup.com
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2013 Cookie Sale Program Calendar 

 

January 12: Little Brownie Sleepless Sleepover 

 (aka- Cookie Kickoff Event!) 

January 18: Cookie Sale Begins! 

February 18: Initial Orders Due to Troops 

February 20: Orders Due to Service Units 

February 22: Orders Due to Council 

March 15-16: Community Cookie Booth 

Weekend 

March 18-22: Delivery for Initial Orders 

March 23: Booth Sales Begin 

April 4: Bank Sweep for Initial Order 

April 12: Cookie Sale Ends, all monies due in 

Troop Bank Account 

April 16: Booth Sale Bank Sweep 

   Cookie Program is in full swing! 

 

Cookie Volunteer needed at the GR 

Service Center!  

When: Anytime we are open March 19-

April 12.  There are various time slots 

available. 

What: Checking cookies in and out as 

volunteers come in to pick up cookies 

Contact: Taryn Myers, Product Sales Di-

rector at tmyers@gsmists.org or 616-

784-3341 x 142 

 

Community Cookie Booth Weekend 

March 15-16 (Friday, Saturday).   

 

***Girls who sell 50+ boxes of cookies 

will receive a free 2013-2014 GSUSA 

membership!*** 

Membership 
 
Volunteers are needed for spring and summer 

short term (4-6 week) programming.  Do you 

have a college student coming home for the 

summer? Do they have time to share with Girl 

Scouts?  Please contact your Membership Spe-

cialist for more information. 

 

Early Bird 2014 membership registration will run 

from May 15-July 15, 2013 (see attached fly-

er)  All girls who re-register during this time will 

receive a free Early Bird patch (excludes girls reg-

istering through the Product Sales Membership 

Registration incentive). 

 

Here are our Membership numbers as of Feb-

ruary 26th!  

 

Here are the SUs who have met or exceeded the 

Girl goal: 

Ravenna 

Evart/Reed City 

Marion/McBain 

Grand Traverse 

Wexford 

 

Adult goal met or exceeded: 

Cherry Valley 

Wyoming 

CKC 

Forest Hills 

Portland 

Byron Center/Rabbit Run 

Oceana 

White Lake 

Holton 

Reeths Puffer 

Lake 

Fremont 

West Muskegon 

Ravenna 

Muskegon Metro 

Newaygo 

Grand Haven 

Marion/McBain 

mailto:tmyers@gsmists.org
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How to Register your Troop through eBiz 
For Troop Leaders 

 

This will walk troop leaders through registering their troop members online. eBiz does not accept the request to transfer members from 

one troop to another, registrations requesting financial assistance (FA) or registrations with payment via Cookie Dough. Please contact 

your Membership Manager or helpdesk@gsmists.org to request a troop transfer. Registrations requesting FA must include a complet-

ed Financial Assistance for Membership Registration form and can be processed through any GSMISTS Service Center.  Registrations 

with payment via Cookie Dough can only be processed through any GSMISTS Service Center. 

 

You must have the following ready prior to registering your troop members through eBiz:  

Create your eBiz login  

Instructions on how to create your login can be found on the GSMISTS ebiz site. 

You need to be an approved volunteer and designated as the ’01-Leader/Advisor’ in our system  

Verify your position code by logging in to your eBiz account, going to the My Account page, and scrolling down to the My 

Positions section at the bottom of the page. If you are not listed as the 01, you may request it by selecting it from the 

drop down menu (please note that it can take a few days for approval, so be sure to complete this step early) 

You’ll need the following information for each member you are re-registering:  

Girls (bolded items are required; the other information is extremely helpful to have)  

Girl’s full name, address, phone number  

Number of years in Girl Scouting  

Grade (in the fall of the year for which you are registering)  

Parent/Custodial care (both parents, mother only, father only, other)  

School attending (home school is an option)  

At least one guardian name, address, and phone  

Additional guardian information  

Girl and guardian email addresses  

Girl’s date of birth  

Pathway of entry (since you’re registering your troop, this will most likely be ‘troop’)  

Race/Ethnicity  

Adults (bolded items are required; the other information is extremely helpful to have)  

Adult’s full name, address, phone  

Number of years in Girl Scouting as an adult member  

Date of birth  

Number of years in Girl Scouting as a girl member  

Employer  

Occupation  

Gender  

Education level  

Age range  

To re-register existing members who do not appear on your roster, please contact us at helpdesk@gsmists.org (or call 

866.566.7434 and ask to speak with the Data Services Representative for Membership) to request that they be transferred 

to your troop (please note that it can take a few days for the transfer, so be sure to complete this step early) 

A 

debit/

credit 

card  

If par-
ents choose to pay for their girl’s membership renewal with Visa/MC, these transactions must be processed sepa-
rately from registrations that will be paid for with a troop debit Visa/MC. After processing, please black out the 

parent’s credit card information completely! 

A printer connected to your computer so you may print your receipt  

 

 
 
 

Important Additional Information 

All troop renewals must be completed by 11:59 pm on September 29. On September 30, all non-renewed members 

will drop off your troop roster and will have to be registered through the Council Office or online by their parents!  

https://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/Home/ActivateAccount/tabid/517/Default.aspx
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Volunteer Learning Opportunities 

Volunteer Essentials 

Sat 3/9 Hudsonville, 1-4 p.m. 

Sat 4/6 Cadillac, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.  

Thurs 4/11 LLH, 6-9 p.m. 

Sat 4/13 GRSC, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Sat 4/13 Rogers City, 2:30-5:30 p.m.  

Sat 4/20 MSC, 12-3 p.m. 

 

Journeys – The Adult Guide 

Thurs 4/18 LLH, 6-8 p.m. 

 

First Aid/CPR Challenge 

Tues 3/5 GRSC, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Thurs 3/7 MSC, 8-9 p.m. 

Tues 5/7 GRSC, 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

 

First Aid/CPR-AED 

Sat 3/9 MSC, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Sat 4/20 GRSC, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Sat 4/27 MSC, 9 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 

Troop Camp Leadership I 

Sat 4/13 CAB, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Sat 6/1 Betsy Cutler House, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Sat 6/1 Camp Charlevoix, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Sat, 6/8 Grand Rapids-Forest Hills, 9 a.m. – 4 

p.m. 

Sat 8/10 Betsy Cutler House 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

 

Bronze Award Training 

Mon 4/15 MSC, 6-7 p.m. 

 

Silver Award Training 

Mon 4/15 MSC, 7:15-8:30 p.m. 

 

Gold Award Training 

Fri 3/8 Byron Center, 3:30-5 p.m. 

Tues 4/16 MSC, 6-7:30 p.m. 

 

American Red Cross Babysitting Course 

Mon 4/1 GRSC, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Mon, 8/5 GRSC, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

More sessions are added throughout the year – check back occasionally at http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/tabid/737/

Default.aspx?pid=42&ProductCode=GL***** for GIRL sessions and http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/AdultTrainingEvents.aspx 

for ADULT sessions.  E-mail mvp@gsmists.org to inquire about special request sessions for your area. 

Register online at http://

gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/

AdultTrainingEvents.aspx for adult ses-

sions and http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/

ProgramActivitiesEvents.aspx for girl ses-

sions.  Or you may call 866.566.7434 and 

ask for a Registrar. 

Happy Girl Scout Birthday, March 12!  

Do you have a new troop?  Have a Girl Scout 

birthday party for your troop!  Ask girls to bring 

in a gift in a decorated paper lunch bag or plas-

tic bag for your troop...families need not pur-

chase anything, and can send something extra 

they can find around the house.  Ideas include: 

Scissors 

Markers, crayons, pens and/or pencils 

Paper; copy, scrap or construction 

A handful of napkins or a roll or paper    

towels 

Paper plates 

Presweetened beverage mixes 

Yarn  

Tape – clear or masking 

Postage stamps 

Girls can sit in a circle and pass the gifts ran-

domly as someone calls “two to the left,” “four 

to the right,” etc. and open the presents for the 

troop!  The leaders or troop committee might 

bring along an extra bag or two of goodies for 

girls who don’t bring in a gift exchange 

item.  This is an inexpensive/no expense way to 

gather some troop supplies! 

 

 

http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/tabid/737/Default.aspx?pid=42&ProductCode=GL*****
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/tabid/737/Default.aspx?pid=42&ProductCode=GL*****
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/AdultTrainingEvents.aspx
mailto:mvp@gsmists.org
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/AdultTrainingEvents.aspx
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/AdultTrainingEvents.aspx
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/AdultTrainingEvents.aspx
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/ProgramActivitiesEvents.aspx
http://gsusa.ebiz.uapps.net/vp/ProgramActivitiesEvents.aspx
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Would you like an easy way of 

keeping up-to-date on your service 

unit memberships?  A Service Unit 

Director in our Council  provided 

the  following website which she us-

es to keep track of their member-

ship goal: 

http://www.scouttroop.com/  

Website Resources 

A  Girl Scout luncheon is scheduled for 

Wednesday, April 21, 2013 at the Hagerty      

Center in Traverse City.  Its purpose is to        

promote the Girl Scouts mission and pro-

grams to the community. We are looking for 

a Girl Scout between the ages of 12 and 17 

who would be interested in speaking at this 

event. If you know of a girl who likes to do 

public speaking, please contact Melanie 

Prins at mprins@gsmists.org or 616-784-

3341 x 145.  More information will be com-

ing out next month about registering for the 

lunch. 

 

 

Traverse City Leadership Luncheon 

GSUSA updated/created new Teen Mentor-

ing awards for our girls and the Volunteer-In

-Training (VIT)  session was the last one that 

we needed to develop into a training. 

 

This is a great session for our Seniors/

Ambassadors that want to mentor girls in a 

pathway other than camp. 

 

Girls gain new skills and volunteer in a varie-

ty of settings as mentors.  

 

Service Units can provide links between girls 

pursing their awards and troops who would 

welcome a teen mentor. 

 

Pathways/Program Managers are available to 

help with any questions you may have on 

Volunteerism Cont. 

Shop News: 
 

1. 100
th

 Anniversary Items continue to 

be 20-50% off. In house items only, 

no backorders will be taken. 

 

2.    The Shops are open regular hours: 

 

Monday:                              8:30-6:30 

Tue-Wed-Thurs:               8:30-5:30 

Friday:                             8:30 to 12:30 

2
nd

 Sat in Apr & May:      10:00-1:00 

http://www.scouttroop.com/


11 

 

Dear Potential Donor, 

 

We are seeking your support toward an auction item for the Annual Meeting & Adult 

Recognition Celebration to benefit the Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore. This 

event will be held on May 4, 2013 at the Fox Hill Event Center in Cadillac. The prize(s) 

that you donate will directly benefit scholarships for girls that want to participate in Girl 

Scouting in both western and northern Michigan. 

 

We would like to ask your business to donate a specific auction item. This item 
could represent hundreds of dollars in auction funds raised. Please be sure to in-
clude any marketing collateral, brochures, and relevant details about the item 
you donate so we can include an accurate description for potential bidders. 
 

The proceeds from this event are used to financially assist families so all girls have the 

opportunity to participate in Girl Scouts regardless of the circumstances. Girl Scouts of 

Michigan Shore to Shore is a 501(c)(3) entity; your prize donation is tax deductible to 

the extent allowed by law. We thank you in advance for your support.  

 

Sincerely, 

Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore 

Volunteer Services Department 

mvp@gsmists.org 

866.566.7434 

 
PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION NO LATER THAN (aŀȅ нΣ нлмоύ 

 

Send donations to any Girl Scout of Michigan Shore to Shore – Service Center 
Fax: 616.784.8187  Email: mvp@gsmists.org 

 

Silent Auction items listed below must be delivered to: 

Fox Hill Event Center in Cadillac, Michigan 

May 4th at 9AM 
 

Sponsor Name:____________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Name:_________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Phone:_____________________________    Contact Email:_____________________________ 

 

NAME OF DONATED ITEM: ____________________________________________  

 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM: 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Annual Meeting & Adult Recognition Celebration 

mailto:mvp@gsmists.org
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Upcoming Events 

The Quest  

Date: Monday March 24, 2013 

Age: Daisies and Brownies  

Location: Wolverine Elementary School 

Time: 3:00-5:00 

Cost per girl: $12.00  

Cost per adult: $ no cost  

Min/Max 16/50  

Description: The Quest will take you on a journey 

that will help you discover your talents and what 

you have to offer to make your community a 

better place! Play games; create a take home 

project and us clues to help you unlock the KEY 

to making a difference!  

Registration Deadline: March 21, 2013 

 

The Gold Awards Ceremony 

Date: Saturday April 13, 2013 

Time: 11:00 -12:30  

Location: Crystal Mountain Resort  

 

Teen Awards Ceremony  

Date: Saturday, April 13, 2013 

Time: 1:30 – 3:30  

Location: Crystal Mountain Resort 

 

Lights! Camera! Action!  

Date: Wednesday April 17, 2013 

Age: Cadettes and Junior   

Location: TBD  

Time: 6:00 – 8:00 

Cost per girl: $12.00 

Cost per adult: No cost 

Min/Max 16/50 

Description: Through acting and drama you will 

bust stereotypes of roles girls and women! Want 

to be a building contractor? A CEO? A nurse? Act 

out the roles you dream of playing! 

 

The Quest 

Date: Friday April 19, 2013 

Age: Daisies/Brownies/Juniors/Cadettes 

Location: (TBD)  

Time: 6:00 – 8:00  

Cost per girl: $12.00 

Cost per adult: no cost  

Min/Max 16/50  

Earth Day Expo 

Date: Saturday April 20, 2013 

Age: All  

Location: Camp Saki  

Time: 10:00-12:00 

Cost per girl: FREE 

Cost per adult: FREE 

Min/Max 16/80 

Description: Celebrate Earth Day with the Girl 

Scouts at our beautiful Camp Saki property. You 

will visit different stations that will highlight dif-

ferent ways our community helps take care of 

the Earth!  

Registration Deadline: April 15, 2013 

 

3 Cheers for Animal!  

Date: Tuesday April 23, 2013 

Age: Daisies and Brownies  

Location: Loomis Lodge 

Time: 5:00 – 7:00 

Cost per girl: $12.00 

Cost per adult: No cost 

Min/Max 16/50 

Description: What does your family have in com-

mon with the elephant family? How are your sib-

lings like monkey siblings? Who is the pack lead-

er in your family? How does taking care of ani-

mals help you take better care of your self? Find 

out when you join us for this program!  

 

Project Disaster! Hurricane Simulation  

Date: Saturday May 18, 2013 

Age: Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors 

Location: Wexford Fairgrounds Cadillac 

Time: 9:00 – 4:00 

Cost per girl: $10.00 

Cost per adult: No cost 

Min/Max 30/150 

Description: You have seen the hurricanes on the 

news and the destruction they cause. But what 

does a hurricane really feel like? Come to the 

first ever Girls Scout Hurricane Simulation and 

experience what it may feel like to walk through 

a hurricane!  Not only will you experience the 

weather you will also learn how to prepare for a 

hurricane but also you will learn how you can be 

part of the relief effort!  



13 

Program Offerings: 

Earth Month Free Expo! 
 

Bring a friend and come join us on April 6th 2013 at 

the Betsy Cutler House from 1-5pm to kick off a 

month dedicated to helping to save the Earth. At 

this expo there will be games, crafts, nature walks, 

popcorn and more! We will be collecting and recy-

cling  plastic, aluminum cans and paper at the 

event and learn more about how it all gets recy-

cled. We also will be showing how to build a rain 

garden and rain barrel building demonstrations. If 

you have recycled crafts that you would like to 

show at the expo or would just like to volunteer to 

help put on this fun and FREE event for all ages 

please contact Erin adcock@gsmists.org. 

 

The GS Challenge #2 ends on 

3/17/2013  
 

There is still time to enter and submit your photos 

before the deadline! There is an attached registra-

tion form in the Shore Essentials and just send the 

required information to mvp@gsmists.org. This is a 

free and innovative new program that allows girls 

from all over the council to participate. We look 

forward to seeing your entries and the new Chal-

lenge#3 will begin on 3/22/13.  

 

Interested in running a Day Camp in 

your area?  
 

If you are interested in holding a Day Camp in your 

area please let us know and we will help get you 

started. We have a few 3 and 4 day options availa-

ble. This is a great way to provide Girl Scouting ac-

tivities in your area and introduce new community 

members to what the Girl Scouts are all about. 

Please contact Erin Adcock, Outdoor Program 

Manager, for more information at 

eadcock@gsmists.org. 

 

Summer Camp programming is 

online! 
 

Our summer camp programming is now avail-

able online.There are printed booklets to be 

sent out to registered members very soon.  

Sign up now and get your Girl Scouts ready for 

a summer of fun. Troop and Residential Camp 

are both available and find out more informa-

tionat gsmists.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Unit Event Managers 

Needed 
 

We are working to fill holes in some areas 

around our council that need an Event Manag-

er to work with Service Unit Teams. If you 

know of someone who may be interested in 

working with our  Program Managers to bring 

more programming to your serice unit area 

please let us know. These are fun, exciting po-

sitions that are really important to work as part 

of the Service Unit Teams. If your team is in 

need of a Service Unit Manager and you want 

more information about this position please 

contact Andrea Hornby at ahorn-

by@gsmists.org  or Amy Gascon at 

agascon@gsmists.org. This is a great oppor-

tunity to bring in a new volunteer who might 

no be able to commit to running a troop but 

loves events and wants to be involved. 

 

Think Spring! 
 

This has been a cold and long winter but have 

no fear, spring is almost here! There are Camp 

Cleanups, Spring Fling, Gold and Teen Awards, 

mailto:adcock@gsmists.org
mailto:mvp@gsmists.org
mailto:eadcock@gsmists.org
mailto:ahornby@gsmists.org
mailto:ahornby@gsmists.org
mailto:agascon@gsmists.org
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THREE PICTURES 
 
GS Challenge #2 

  
GET STARTED 
Send an email with the following information to mvp@gsmists.org. 
This will register you for this challenge only. 
In the subject line please put: “GS CHALLENGE #2” 
Individual or Troop (circle one) 
Registered Girl Scout: Yes or No (circle one) 
First Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Last Name: ______________________________________________________ 
Age: _____________________________________________________________ 
GS Level (if applicable): __________________________________________ 
Email address (Parent’s if under 13 years old): _____________________ 
OR 
Troop #: _________________________________________________________ 
όhƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛŦ ǘǊƻƻǇ ƛǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎύ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.gsmists.org 
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