


Sunday

•	 Cookie Season Begins!
•	 Daisy Launch
•	 GSMISTS Winter Challenge
•	 DreamLab Programming Begins!
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New Year’s Day

Office Closed

Office Closed

Cookie Season 
Starts:

Initial Orders

Cookie Initial 
Orders end
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FEBRUARY 2026
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Sunday

Valentine’s Day

President’s Day

Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

World 
Thinking Day

Cookie Season 
Booth Sales

Begin

Volunteer 
Recognition 

Nominations Due

Black History Month

Troop Cookies 
Initial Order 

Submittal

•	 School/Faith Based Recruitments
•	 Cookie Booth Sales Begin
•	 Delegate/Alternate Training

At a Glance:
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MARCH 2026
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Daylight Savings 
Time Begins

International 
Women’s Day
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Cookie 
Program Ends

Girl Scout 
Birthday

Girl Scout 
Week Begins Girl Scout 

Week Ends

Women’s History Month

•	 2026 Cookie Season Ends
•	 Girl Scout Week Challenge Patch 

Program
•	 Girl Scout Birthday | 114 Years!

At a Glance:

ITK



APRIL 2026
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Sunday Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

Annual 
Meeting & 
Volunteer 

Recognition 
Ceremony

Early Bird
Registration

Begins!

Girl Scout
Leader Day

Easter

Earth Day

•	 Annual Meeting & Volunteer 
Recognition Ceremony

•	 Early Bird Registration
•	 Spring Shop Sale 

At a Glance:

31
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•	 OWLS Adult Resource Weekend
•	 Girl Scout Day at John Ball Zoo
•	 Spring Adventures at GSMISTS 

Properties

At a Glance:

MAY 2026
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Sunday

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day
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Girl Scout Day
at John Ball Zoo

OWLS
Adult Resource
Weekend (1-3)

Office Closed
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JUNE 2026

July
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Sunday

Father’s Day

JuneteenthFlag Day

Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

Girl Scout 
Recognition 

Cermony

Camporee
at CAB

Finance 
Reports

Due

•	 Girl Scouts Love the Outdoors 
Challenge (GSLOC)

•	 Girl Scout Recognition Ceremony
•	 Finance Reports Due

At a Glance:

ITK



June
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JULY 2026
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Sunday

4th of July

Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

August
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National Minority Mental
Health Awareness Month

•	 Extended Year Membership
•	 Summer Adventures at GSMISTS 

Properties

At a Glance:

ITK



July
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Summer Sun Safety Month

Fall Kickoff
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30 31

•	 Annual Fall Kickoff
•	 On-Time Renewal
•	 Fall Shop Sale

At a Glance:
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SSO

Camporee
at CAB



August
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SEPTEMBER 2026
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Labor Day
Patriot DayOffice Closed

Sunday Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

October
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Hispanic Heritage Month (9/15-10/15)
Remembering 9/11

Fall
“Treats & Reads” 
Program Begins

Last Day to 
Renew On-Time

OWLS
Adult Resource

Weekend (18-20)

•	 2026 Fall Treats & Reads Program 
begins

•	 OWLS Adult Resource Weekend
•	 Fall Adventures at GSMISTS 

Properties

At a Glance:

ITK



September

S  M  T  W  T  F  S
1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26   

27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER 2026
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Sunday

New 
Membership Year 

Begins!

Juliette 
Gordon Low’s 

Birthday

Halloween

International
Day of the Girl

Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

November
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Hispanic Heritage Month 
(9/15 - 10/15)

•	 2026 Fall Treats & Reads Program 
ends

•	 Juliette Gordon Low’s Birthday
•	 Lapsed Membership

At a Glance:

ITK

Fall
“Treats & Reads” 

Program Ends



October
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Native American Heritage Month 
and Entrepreneurship Month
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Sunday Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

Thanksgiving - Office Closed

Daylight Savings 
Time Ends Election Day

Veterans Day

Girl Scout 
Leadership 
Confernece

•	 Girl Scout Leadership Conference

At a Glance:

SSO



November

S  M  T  W  T  F  S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28   

29 30 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 

Sunday

Christmas Day

Kwanzaa

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

First Day of 
Hanukkah

Winter Begins
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January
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Winter Holiday - Office Closed

GSMISTS Winter 
Challenge Begins

Office Closed

•	 Holiday Recruitments
•	 GSMISTS Winter Challenge
•	 GSMISTS The Great Bake & Build
•	 Winter Shop Sale

At a Glance:
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•	 Cookie Season Begins!
•	 Daisy Launch
•	 GSMISTS Winter Challenge

At a Glance:

Tuesday FridayMonday ThursdayWednesday Saturday

JANUARY 2027

February
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28 

Creativity Month

Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

New Year’s Day

Office Closed

Office Closed

31

Cookie Season 
Starts:

Initial Orders

Cookie Initial 
Orders end



A  

Annual Meeting - Our corporate membership attends meeting, which includes board members, 
Board Development Committee members, and Council delegates/alternates elected by service 
units. At each meeting, the membership: Elects officers, directors at large, members of the 
Board Development Committee, and, every three years, the National Council delegates and 
alternates who will represent GSMISTS at GSUSA’s triennial convention; Consider any proposed 
bylaw amendments; Provide input on key issues affecting the Council and the Movement; and 
Consider any other business appropriate to bring before GSMISTS’s corporate membership in 
accordance with the process established by the board of directors. 

Appeals - A fundraising appeal is the way in which a nonprofit organization asks for financial 
support from its donors. Fundraising appeals are sent (either electronically or through direct 
mail) to supporters throughout the year encouraging them to donate. 

C  
 
CAB - Camp Anna Behrens in Greenville

Change Makers - This is a quarterly newsletter curated specifically to all donors. There will be 
stories, donors/sponsor spotlights, and council updates. 

Cookie Season - Girl Scout Cookie season nationally as girls and their troops rally their 
communities to support the world’s largest entrepreneurial program for girls. The Girl Scout 
Cookie Program teaches girls financial literacy, planning, budgeting, teamwork, innovative 
thinking, and confident decision making.

Community Cookie Booth Season - Girl Scouts are able to set up cookie booths outside council 
approved businesses. 

Cookie Donations - At the end of the Girl Scout Cookie Program season, GSMISTS donates 
cookies to organizations serving within the community. 

Cookie Program + Season - The Girl Scout Cookie Program is the largest girl-led entrepreneurial 
program in the world running from January to March. 

D 

Delegate Election - Service Units have a monthly meeting and in September of every year they 
should begin the delegate election process. Service Units should have elected their Service Unit 
delegates and alternates by November of every year. 

Daisy Launch - Our Daisy Launch program allows rising kindergarteners or first graders to start 
their Girl Scout journey before the next membership year begins in the fall.

Girl Scout Glossary



E 

Early Bird - From April 1-May 31 Girl Scout troops can get a head-start for another great year by 
renewing your Girl Scout membership for the upcoming year. Girl and adult members can earn 
special incentives through Early Bird registration.

Expos - A large event where businesses and organizations come together to showcase their 
products, services, and new developments. Girl Scouts utilize these events to raise awareness of 
Girl Scouts and sell Girl Scout cookies.  

Extended Year - For new girl and adult members, which will allow them to purchase an 
18-month Girl Scout membership at a pro- rated cost. This new membership option allows new 
girls and adults to join Girl Scouts in the spring and summer and benefit from paying a reduced 
rate for the partial year in which they are joining.  

F  

Fall Treats & Reads - Every fall, Girls Scouts have the opportunity to fund exciting experiences 
by taking part in the Fall Treats & Reads Program. Girl Scouts reach out to family and friends 
to take orders for candies, nuts, magazine subscriptions, and more. Orders can be placed 
in-person or online through each Girl Scout’s personalized online storefront. The Fall Treats 
& Reads Program empowers Girl Scouts with five essentials skills they will need to develop 
their leadership skills: goal setting, decision making, money management, people skills, and 
business ethics. Participation in the program also provides Girl Scouts with an opportunity to 
earn rewards and patches. Troops generate startup funds that support troop adventures and 
community projects!

G  

Girl Scout Birthday - March 12, commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon Low 
officially registered the organization’s first 18 members in Savannah, Georgia.

Girl Scouts Celebrate Faith - Girl Scouts have an opportunity to be recognized at their places 
of worship during Girl Scout Week, share their legacy of service to others, and deepen their 
connection to their faith and Girl Scouting. Celebration days include Girl Scout Sunday, Girl Scout 
Jummah, and Girl Scout Sabbath/Shabbat. 

Girl Scout Love the Outdoors Challenge (GSLOC) - From May 15 to September 13, 2026 Girl 
Scouts take the outdoor challenge, enjoying fun activities that will help feel happier, relaxed, and 
in touch with nature. 

Girl Scout Week - Celebrated each March, starting with Girl Scout Sunday and ending with Girl 
Scout Sabbath on a Saturday, and it always includes Girl Scouts’ birthday, March 12. 

Girl Scout Leadership Conference (GSLC) - The Girl Scout Leadership Conference shows 
Girl Scouts all that is possible for them in a variety of career paths, especially those in which 
women are underrepresented. This inspirational conference inspires Girl Scouts to dream big 
and work hard, launching a future of their design. In collaboration with engaged and thoughtful 
community partners, Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore develops future leaders of courage, 



confidence, and character that will make the world a better place.  

Girl Scout Leader’s Day - April 22, honors all the volunteers who work as leaders and mentors in 
partnership with girls. On this day, Girl Scouts, their families, and their communities find special 
ways to thank their Girl Scout volunteers.

Girl Scouts Love the State Parks (GSLSP) - Girl Scouts Love State Parks is being celebrated on 
the weekend of September 12-13, 2026 by councils across the country. Through this event, Girl 
Scouts will experience the great outdoors in planned engagements hosted by state parks and 
council staff.  Girls who participate are eligible to purchase our national patch.

Girl Scout Recognition Ceremony - The annual Girl Scout Recognition Ceremony celebrates our 
Girl Scouts accomplishments and ways they served their communities. 

I  
 
In The Know - A monthly digital newsletter, specifically for volunteers and Service Unit team 
members, featuring important council updates, volunteer trainings, and upcoming events. 

J
 
Juliette Gordon Low’s Birthday / Founders Day - October 31, marks the birth in 1860 of Girl 
Scouts of the USA founder Juliette Gordon Low in Savannah, Georgia.

L
 
Lapsed Members - Starting October 1, GSMISTS staff will begin reaching out to any members 
and Girl Scouts whose memberships have expired. 

M 

Membership Year (MY) - The Girl Scout membership year runs October 1 – September 30

O
 
On-Time - Girl Scouts renew their membership before the start of a new membership year with 
the chance to be eligible for any incentives. 

OWLS Adult Resource Weekend - A weekend adult volunteers gather together to meet other 
volunteers, learn, grow, and participate in trainings that further enhance their leadership 
qualities. 

S
 
Shore Shout Out (SSO) - Shore Shout Out is a quarterly newsletter for all registered Members 
including Girls and Caregivers. You will find stories, upcoming events put together specifically 
for the Girl Scouts of Michigan Shore to Shore members, patches, and so much more! 



V

Volunteer Recognition Nominations - Honors a registered adult Girl Scout whose ongoing 
commitment, leadership and service have had an exceptional, measurable impact on meeting 
the mission-delivery goals and priorities of their troop, a service unit, the entire council or entire 
Girl Scout Movement. The nominee is an active, registered Girl Scout volunteer.

Volunteer Recognition Ceremony - The annual Volunteer Recognition Ceremony celebrates our 
volunteers and highlights those who have earned a GSUSA Recognition for their dedication to 
mentoring the next generation of women leaders.

W 

Winter Challenge - A council activity that runs from December – March designed to encourage 
Girl Scouts to continue to their outdoor adventures, learning, laughing, and having fun. 

World Thinking Day - February 22, celebrates the birthdays of Girl Guide/Girl Scout founder 
Lord Baden-Powell (1857–1941) and World Chief Guide Lady Baden-Powell (1889–1977). The day 
is also a time to donate funds to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund.



Service Unit Information

Service Unit Director (SUD)

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Event Manager

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Treasurer

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Service Unit Recruiter

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Product Program Manager (Fall)

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Product Program Manager (Cookie)

Service Unit Number Meeting Date/Time Meeting Location

Notes



Council Contacts

Community Membership Manager

Have questions or not sure who to 
speak with? Contact our Customer 

Care Team at (844) 476-4787

Marketing & Communications

Programs and Properties

New Troop Start Up Specialist

Placement Specialist

Fund Development

Director of Product Program,
Retail, & Customer Care Operations

First Year Troop 
Support Coordinator

Director of Membership

Name:

Name:

Sally EllisLaura Cunningham

Email:

Email:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Email:

Name:

Email:

Email:

Email:

Email:

Email:

Email:

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

sellis@gsmists.orglcunningham@gsmists.org

communications@gsmists.org

girlexperience@gsmists.org funddevelopment@gsmists.org

231-220-0505616-888-3828





Scan the QR Code

As a Girl Scout there are hundreds of 
ways for you to discover something 

new or take your current passion to the 
next level.

 
Start exploring badges and awards—

and a world of possibility!



Patch/Badge Tracker
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Follow us for uplifting stories, more 
program info, and council updates.

@gsmists | #gsmists

Follow us!


